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MOST WOULD argue that
the instruction book for

being a Christian is the Bible .
Through prayers, parables, meta-
phors, songs, poetry, and direct
edicts, we learn the holy story
and the consequenc es of not fol-
lowing this magnific ent how-to
manual for Christian living.

Just as the Bible is more than
simply another good book or all-
time best-seller , the pews, pulpit,
and choir loft of the interior
church building represents more
than just a sanctuary .

In today’s turbulent times, both
within our families and in our
souls, it’s “hard out here for a
Christian.” So we turn to the
sanctuary of the chur ch for relief.

We typically think of the
church sanctuary as that gather-
ing place for worship servic e,
some where to praise God with-
out shame or fear — because
God and fear do not occupy the
same space — and where all of
our thoug hts, talents and render-
ings are used to glorify and give
thanks to the Creator.

From early childhood, I remem-
ber pastor s and minister s com-
manding worshipper s to respect
the sanctit y of the sanctuary and
to govern themselv es accordingly.

Sanctuary is defined as “a sa-
cred place, a place that provides
refuge, asylum, or immunit y from
arrest.” It is also described as “a
reserved place where animals
and birds are protected from
hunting.”

Isn’t it ironic that just as the ani-
mals, we Christians need a place
where we can have refuge from
life’s daily “soul hunter s: and im-
munit y from religious persecu-
tion? But once we leave that sanc-
tuary and go into the world, how
hard is it to practice what has
been preached?

In my photogr aphic documenta-
ry, “Soul Sanctuary: Images of the
African American Worship Experi-
ence,” I visited Christians across
this country in 20 states and 70
churches who answered that
most perple xing of questions for
a Christian, in a profound yet
simple way.

First and foremost among the
answers given was to simply
“tell the truth.” Telling the truth,
will sometimes requir e diploma-
cy, and will keep one out of a
whole lot of trouble .

Secondly, “live by example .” In

other words, become the kind of
person that you always wanted
to meet.

And thirdly, “walk by faith, but
run when you have to.” Having
faith is great, but faith without
work, and common sense, can
prove fatal. Ther e are times
when after we’ve done all that is
requir ed of us, we must then do
what is necessary.

The African- American chur ch
with its absor bing and overcom-
ing legacy is one that embodies
all of the above prescriptions for
living a 24/7 Christian lifestyle
that is in harmon y with Sunda y’s
teaching s and Monda y’s reali-
ties. The black chur ch has a
track record of “walking by faith,
but running when it had to.”

From slavery to freedom, and
from one Supr eme Court deci-
sion to another, it has never
swayed from “speaking truth to
power” and “living by example”
under some of the most oppres-
sive conditions any people have
ever been subjected to and for
such a long period of time, the ef-
fects of which can still be seen
like stained-g lass windo ws in the
distanc e.

Yet, it is this biblical text, writ-
ten and transla ted into hundr eds
of langua ges worldwide , that of-
fers all of us the best daily manu-
al on how to coexist peaceably
with our fellow humans, and
with nature, if we would only fol-
low it. Whether in the work
place, or the chur ch space, we do
not have to compr omise on fair-
ness, truthfulnes s, and faithful-
ness. Even thoug h it’s “hard out
here for a Christian,” it’s made
easier with God. i

Editor’s note: Among the congre-
gations featured in “Soul Sanctu-
ary” is Philadelphia’s own Sharon

Baptist Church. Also, on Thursday
Jason Miccolo Johnson will sign
copies of his book at Robin’s Book-
store, 108 S. 13th St.

EachSaturdaytheDailyNewsoffersmen
andwomenoffaiththeopportunitytoshare
theirwordsoflifeandcomfortwithour
readers.

Ifyouareaminister,apriest,arabbi,or

theheadofanotherreligiousorganization
andwould liketosubmitafaith-based
column,contactLorenzoBiggsat
215-854-5816,orbye-mailat
biggsl@phillynews.com.
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Why certain texts were excluded from the New Testament

WEDNESDAY, MAY 3, 7:00-9:00 P.M.
Reverend Bill Borror,M. Div., Princeton Theological Seminary
Professor of Church History, Palmer Theological Seminary

Reverend Mark Studer,M. Div., Princeton Theological Seminary

MEDIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
30 E. BALTIMORE AVENUE, MEDIA, PA - 610.566.3944

WWW.MEDIAPRESBYTERIAN.TEAMMINISTRY.NET
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ARCH STREET
PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH
18th & Arch Streets•215-563-3763

Rev. G. Clayton Ames III, Minister

Esther Wideman, Director of Music & Organist

Sunday, April 30, 10:45 a.m.

“God Fulfills”
Dr. Ames will preach

FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH
2125 Chestnut Street 215-563-3980

Sunday, April 30, 11AM

“Discovering Our Vision”
Sunday School 11AM

Parking, Childcare Provided, Wheelchair Accessible
Visitors Welcome www.firstuu-philly.org

Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Sunday - April 30, 2006

“God Anything to Eat?”
The Rev. Jesse Garner, preaching

Walnut Street at 21st Street
215-567-0532

www.fpcphila.org

Welcome to Lutheran
Church of the Holy

Communion
“In the City for Good”

21st & Chestnut Streets
Phila., PA 19103

Phone: 215-567-3668
www.lutheranchurchphiladelphia.org

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
9AM (St. John’s Chapel;

enter at 2111 Sansom St)
10AM Adult Forum
11AM (Sanctuary; enter at

2110 Chestnut St)
• Nursery available during the

11 AM Service.
• FREE PARKING on Sundays

@ 2107 Sansom St. garage

Handicapped accessible.
Meeting space available;
please call for details.

Three simple rules for living the Christian lifestyle

Jason Miccolo Johnson is the
official general-conference
photographer of the African Meth-
odist Episcopal Church.
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